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Use of CellSafe Capsules
	This copy number:
	3.02

	LOCATION OF COPIES

	1.  Electronic copy on Q-pulse

	2. Hyperlink to intranet (SOP stored in Histology New Drive-Quality folder)

	3. 

	4. 


	EXAMINATION PROCEDURES Must include all of the template headings.  

Where headings are not required, they should have ‘n/a’ written against them. 



	POLICIES AND SOPS NOT REGARDING EXAMINATIONS may use headings as appropriate to that document.




AMENDMENT HISTORY

	Amendment
	Amendment detail

(Include page numbers and/or section headings where the changes have occurred)

	Issue No.
	Date
	

	1.03
	21.10.16


	Template rollout plan introduced.
Hyperlink for intranet site amended.

	2.0
	27.01.17
	Page 3 removal of text cassettes are transferred whole in the lab.

Addition of text to open cell safe and transfer biopsies to cassette.

	3.0
	04.12.18
	Page 3 addition of not applying pressure to mesh area.


	3.01
	04.12.18
	Saved SOP into Histology new drive- quality folder to allow intranet site hyperlink to be updated


	3.02
	12.12.24
	Change reference from “QWB” to “Q-pulse”


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


LOCATION

During biopsy collection process in theatre, clinic, out-patient department

GRADE

All trained staff present at the time of biopsy
PURPOSE OF EXAMINATION
Many specimens that the Department of Histopathology receive for examination are comprised of multiple smaller fragments of tissue or discrete biopsies. These may be placed, at the discretion of the requesting clinician, into plastic capsules in order to minimise the handling time of these specimens in the laboratory and reduce the risk of specimen loss and contamination

PRINCIPLE AND METHOD

Every Histology report issued by the department must contain details of the specimen submitted for examination. In the case of many endoscopic, gynaecological and dermatological specimens the tissue received is fragmented or comprises numerous biopsies.

When dealing with specimens of this nature a Biomedical Scientist must transfer the macroscopic specimen to a tissue processing cassette to begin the process of obtaining paraffin embedded sections for microscopic examination. If the specimen is difficult to handle the risk of specimen loss and cross-contamination is increased. Using CellSafe capsules minimises any risk of loss of tissue from clinic to laboratory.
SPECIMENS:

· Any tissue that is fragment or friable in nature and small enough to place inside a closed capsule without undue distortion – maximum diameter 3mm
· Additional capsules on any specimen may be placed into the same formalin specimen container if required

METHODS:
( Any tissue sample with a maximum diameter of less than 3mm may be placed inside a Cell-Safe capsule

The CellSafe capsule comprises 2 interlocking plastic frames- one slightly smaller than the other-which are linked by a mesh hinge. The Cellsafe can only be closed in one direction to produce a 3.1mm cavity.

( Ensure the tissue sample is safely within the meshed area of the capsule wall before closing the capsule. DO NOT apply pressure directly to the mesh area as this can distort the tissue
( When closing the capsule ensure that the pegs & sockets are aligned so that it is clipped safely closed

( Any sample larger than 3mm in diameter or likely to be subject to distortion or compression once inside the closed capsule is NOT appropriate for this form of specimen transport. The damage caused by over-filling a capsule may potentially compromise the diagnostic quality of the specimen

( Once securely closed the capsule, or multiple capsules on the SAME patient and biopsy site, are placed into a formalin filled pot labelled with the patient details for transport to the laboratory.

· On receipt in the lab, cell safe capsules will be opened and biopsies transferred to relevant cassettes for processing.

PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS

N/A

TYPE OF SAMPLE

See above
PATIENT PREPARATION

N/A
TYPE OF CONTAINER AND ADDITIVES  

Cell-safe capsules

REQUIRED REAGENTS 

Formalin 
REQUIRED EQUIPMENT

Cell-Safe capsules, formalin-filled specimen container
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SAFETY CONTROLS
Mop up any Formalin spillages and dispose of in appropriate waste bin

COSHH 
HICO 039 Formalin 10% NBF
Risk assessment
HIRA 061 Formalin
CALIBRATION PROCEDURES
N/A

PROCEDURAL STEPS 
See Method

QUALITY CONTROL PROCEDURES

N/A

INTERFERENCES AND CROSS REACTIONS
N/A

PRINCIPLE OF PROCEDURE FOR CALCULATING RESULTS (Including, where relevant, the measurement uncertainty of measured quantity values).

N/A

BIOLOGICAL REFERENCE INTERVALS / CLINICAL DECISION VALUES

N/A

REPORTING OF RESULTS

N/A

LIMITATIONS AND PITFALLS OF PROCEDURE

The diagnosis of larger tissue samples are at risk of compromise if CellSafe capsules are used inappropriately
REPORTABLE INTERVAL OF EXAMINATION RESULTS
N/A

INSTRUCTIONS FOR DETERMINING QUANTITATIVE RESULTS WHEN A RESULT IS NOT WITHIN THE MEASURED INTERVAL

N/A

ALERT / CRITICAL VALUES

N/A

LABORATORY CLINICAL INTERPRETATION

N/A

POTENTIAL SOURCES OF VARIATION

N/A

REFERENCES AND FURTHER READING:

Formalin safety data sheet accessed via Histology Intranet page
CellSafe Biopsy Capsule Instructions for use HIEX 01
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